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Taxonomies are used as a way to classify information.  For example the subject of “Delivery Modes of Education” can be divided into three main categories:  Traditional, Distance, and Blended.  For the purpose of this taxonomy, the focus is on the types of technology for distance education.
The taxonomy is organized by the following headings:

· Distance Education Technologies--lists the technology.
· Applications—gives a brief description of the technology and lists a few possible instructional activities or uses.
· Stage of Knowledge Acquisition—each technology and its application is linked to one or more of Bloom’s categories of cognitive domain.  The potential of the technology and its links to Bloom’s categories depends on the learning activities selected.  
· Interactivity-- rated in relation to the amount of interactivity is provides the user.  Components of interactivity include feedback, control, productivity, creativity, communication, and adaptability.  Using these components the technology was rated at high, medium, or low.  

· Advantages and Disadvantages—lists a few advantages and disadvantages associated with each technology.
	Distance Education Technology
	Applications
(Instructional Activities)
	Stage of Knowledge Acquisition
(Bloom)
	Interactivity
	Advantages

and 

Disadvantages

	Audio Conferencing
	Two-way synchronous communication using a phone line 
· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Discuss/react to assigned readings

· Present case studies

· Collaboration for group projects

	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis
· Synthesis 

· Evaluation
	High
	A-Cost effective, Interaction, Response time, Accommodates small or large groups

D-Scheduling required, Does not support visual images

	Blogs
	An online web log or journal for others to read

· Reflective writing
	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis 

Evalu
	Medium
	A-Potential for wide audience 
D-Response time

	Chat
	Synchronous communication using text messages in a chat room  
· Discuss/react to assigned readings, current events…

· Question/answer sessions

· Collaboration for group projects


	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis

· Evaluation
	High
	A-Cost effective, Interaction, Response time

D-Scheduling required, Difficult for large groups

	Discussion Boards
	Asynchronous communication tool for posting comments/questions for others to respond.  Responses are “threaded” 
· Responds/reacts/reflect to prompts posted by instructor and responds/reacts to classmates responses.  

· Collaboration for group projects


	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis

· Evaluation
	High
	A-Interaction, No scheduling required, Accommodates small or large groups

D-Response time

	Document Attachments 
	Documents (PDF, Word, PowerPoint, etc.) sent as attachments through email, discussion boards, or other technologies
· Delivery of information (print)


	· Knowledge


	Low
	A-Cost effective, Easily archived, Supplements other technologies 
D-Lack of Interaction

	Email
	Asynchronous form of communication for sending, receiving, and storing electronic mail
· Discuss/react to assigned readings, current events…

· Question/answer sessions

· Collaboration for group projects


	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis

· Evaluation
	Medium
	A-Allows for Document Attachment, 

No scheduling required

D-Response time

	Pod casts
	Digital media files (video or audio) available for download

· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Present case study
	· Knowledge

· Comprehension
	Low
	A-Cost Effective, No scheduling required, Accommodates small or large groups, Easily archived

D-Lack of Interaction, Additional equipment needed


	Video Conferencing
	Synchronous communication integrating video and voice 
· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Discuss/react to assigned readings

· Present case studies

· Collaboration for group projects

· Roll playing 


	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis
· Application

· Evaluation
	High
	A-Interaction, Allows for both audio and visual material, Accommodates small or large groups, Cost effective

D-Scheduling required, Additional equipment needed


	Web casts
	Media file (video and/or audio) distributed over the internet live or on demand
· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Present case studies


	Knowledge

Comprehension


	Low
	A-No Scheduling required, Cost effective, Can be used with other technologies, Cost effective

D-Lack of interaction, additional equipment needed

	Web Conferencing
	Synchronous communication using in internet connection to connect (visual and voice) participants
· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Discuss/react to assigned readings

· Present case studies

· Collaboration for group projects

· Roll playing


	Knowledge 

Comprehension


	High
	A-Cost effective
D-Additional equipment needed, Bandwidth requirements

	Webinar
	A form of Web Conferencing that uses the internet to display information and phone line to deliver voice.  

· Introduce a new topic/present information

· Discuss/react to assigned readings

· Present case studies

· 
	· Knowledge

· Comprehension
	Medium
	A-Cost effective
D-Limited interaction, Needs to be scheduled

	Whiteboards
	Electronic white board that allows users in remote locations to view and draw on the same board. Synchronous communication among classmates and instructor

· Collaboration for group projects


	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Analysis

· Synthesis


	High
	A-Can be used with other technologies
D-Cost (although free additions available online), Needs to be scheduled

	Online Course Systems
	A combination of some or all of the technologies listed above.  
	· Knowledge

· Comprehension

· Application

· Analysis

· Synthesis

· Evaluation

	High
	A-Efficient (many features in one location), Flexibility, Accommodates small or large groups 
D-Cost


